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Mono Lake is in eastern California at the 

edge of the Great Basin 

Å Directly east of the San 

Francisco Bay Area.  

Å 180 miles as the 

California gull (Larus 

californicus) flies. 

Å 232 miles by road over 

Tioga Pass. 

Å 150 miles south of Reno. 

Å Alkaline Lake. 

ïpH: å 10 

ï Carbonates and sulfates 

in addition to chlorides. 

Å Elevation 6378 ft. 

ï Higher than Lake Tahoe 

(elev. 6224 ft.) 
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The Mono Lake hydrologic basin  
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Current map of collection localities. 
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Other Local or Regional Floras 
Å Winkler, David W. 1977 . An Ecological Study of Mono Lake, California. Institute of 

Ecology Publication No. 12. Davis, California: University of California, June 1977. 

ï The Mono Basin Research Group 

ï About 200 collections around the lake 

ï Dudley Herbarium at California Academy of Sciences.   

Å Dean Taylorôs collections and lists from 1980, 1981, and 1984. 

Å Messick , T. H. 1982. Flora and phytogeography of the Bodie Hills of Mono County, 

California and Mineral County, Nevada, USA. M. A. Thesis. Arcata, California: Humboldt 

State University.  

Å Lavin, Matt, 1983. Floristics of the Upper Walker River, California and Nevada. Great 

Basin Naturalist. 43(1), January 1983. 

Å Hall, Clarence A., Jr and Victoria Doyle-Jones, 1988. The Mary DeDecker Symposium, 

University of California, White Mountain Research Station.. Plant Biology of Eastern 

California. 

ï Howald , Ann M. 1989 . Vegetation and Flora of the Mammoth Mountain Area. pp. 48-96  

ï Morefield , James D., Dean Wm. Taylor, and Mary DeDecker . 1988. Vascular Flora of the White 

Mountains of California and Nevada: An Updated, Synonymized Working Checklist. pp. 310-364 

Å Howald , Ann M. 2000. Part I. Valentine Camp. A Flora of Valentine Eastern Sierra 

Reserve. MSE Environmental Report Number 16. Santa Barbara, California: University of 

California, Santa Barbara, 2000. 

Å Honer , Michael A. 2001. Vascular Flora Of The Glass Mountain Region, Mono County, 

California. Aliso. 20(2):75-105.  Masterôs thesis, RSA 

Å Taylor, Dean Wm. 2010 , Flora of the Yosemite Sierra.   
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Upper Mono Basin 
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Harvey Monroe Hall RNA 

Upper Rush Creek 

Saddlebag Lake 

Mount Dana, from Bennettville 

 



Carl Sharsmith 
ÅMany, many collections throughout the 

Yosemite Sierra ï never published. 

Å399 collections in the Upper Mono Basin 

Å89 collections in the (lower) Mono Basin. 
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Mono Lake from Mono Pass 

ÅFirst recorded discovery of Mono Lake was by Lt. 

Tredwell Moore in 1852.  9 

Lt. Tredwell Moore 

Photo: jabert on Panoramio 
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A floristic tour of the Mono Lake basin 


