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You may recognize Clematis ligusticifolia, sometimes 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ²ƘƛǘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΩǎ-.ƻǿŜǊΣέ ƻǊ ά5ŜŎƛŘǳƻǳǎ 
¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜǊΩǎ-WƻȅέΣ ƻǊ ά.ŀǊōŀ ŘŜ ±ƛŜƧƻέ

2



Early Botanists Who Contributed to the Colorado flora

Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark, 1804-1806

Thomas Nuttall, 
1811, 1819, 1834 Edwin James, MD, 

1820

John Bradbury, 1811
Nathaniel Wyeth, 1833
William Gambel, 1841

George Engelmann, 
1833-1884
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John C. Fremont, 
1842 - 1854

Charles C. Parry, 
1861, 1862

Agustus Fendler, 1848

With Elihu Hall and J. 
P. Harbour (in part).

Edward L. Greene, 
1870-1874

Camera Shy

Sent to Santa Fe 
by Asa Gray



Who was Thomas Nuttall?

ÅThomas Nuttall(5 January 1786 ς10 
September 1859) was an English 
botanist and zoologist who lived and 
worked in America from 1808 until 
1841.

Å/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜǎƘƛǇΦ 

ÅHe found the call of America and its 
plants stronger than an assured career 
as a printer.
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Thomas Nuttall 
Biography:

Graustein, Jeannette. 
1967. Thomas Nuttall, 
Naturalist: Explorations 
in America, 1808-1841. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 1967.
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Nuttall moved back and forth between 
England and America several times

England

Å1786 ς1808

Å1812 ς1815  (War of 1812)

Å1824 ςshort visit

Å1842 - 1859

America

Å1808 ς1811

Å1815 ς1824

Å1824 - 1841
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Nuttall was never in Colorado

ÅEnd of story.

ÅThank you!

ÅQuestions?
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How was Nuttall relevant to Colorado Flora?

ÅNuttall collected or named plants from elsewhere that are also found in 
Colorado.
ÅPublished several general botanical works.
ÅNuttall sent collectors into the field.
ÅNuttall identified plants that others brought to him.
ÅNuttall contributed to works of John Torrey and Asa Gray, especially their 

Flora of North America. 
ÅPlants were named for Nuttall by others.

ÅIn the end, Nuttall is associated with 111 names of plants that are native to 
Colorado. 
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Nuttall was somehow 
involved in the 
names of 111 species 
of plants in Colorado.

Spreadsheet fields
Å First published name
Å Current name
Å Date first collected
Å Collected by
Å Collected on what expedition
ÅWhere collected
Å Published first by
Å Date published
Å Published in 
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Expeditions in the West

ÅNuttall
Å1810-1811 ςGreat Lakes and 

Missouri River

Å1819 ςArkansas and the Red 
River

Å1834 ςOregon Territoryand 
Sandwich Islands

ÅOthers
Å1833 ςNathaniel Wyeth

Å1842 ςWilliam Gambel

George Catlin, 1832. Grand Detour of the Missouri
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Nuttall contributed to the Colorado flora from 
four different directions

ÅMissouri River
ÅάƳƛǎǎƻǳǊƛŜƴǎƛǎέ

Åάludovicianaέ

ÅArkansa, Arkansaw, 
or Arkansas

ÅOregon Trail

ÅNew Mexico
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MissouriRiver ς1810-11

ÅInitially financed by Barton

Å1810: Philadelphia to Great Lakes to St. 
Louis  
ÅPlatantherahuronensis(Nutt.) Lindley 
άIǳǊƻƴ DǊŜŜƴ hǊŎƘƛŘέ

Å1811: Missouri River from St. Louis
ÅLoosely traveled with John Bradbury.
ÅNuttall collected or described 48 species of 

plants from this trip that occur in Colorado.
ÅNuttall traveled down the Mississippi River 

to New Orleans, leaving there in mid-
December 1811, and arriving in England 
several months later.
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The first publication of Nuttall and 
Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ
ÅCatalogue was very rare, reprinted by E. L. Greene (1890).

Å89 species of plants for sale.

ÅSeeds collected in 1811 along the Missouri River.

ÅPlants grown in the 1812 season and ready to sell by 1813.

ÅNames we recognize on this page
ÅAmorpha nana Nutt. Dwarf False Indigo
ÅAstragalus crassicarpusNutt. GroundplumMilkvetch. 

ÅNames we may not recognize
ÅBartoniadecapetalaPursh = Mentzeliadecapetala(Pursh) Urb.  

Ten-Petal Blazingstar.
ÅChloris curtipendulaMichx. = Boutelouacurtipendula(Michx.) 

Torrey. Side-Oats Gramma.
ÅCalymeniaNyctaginea(Michx.) Nutt. = Mirabilis nyctaginea

(Michx.) MacMill. Heart-Leaf Four hΩ/ƭƻŎƪ.
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Amorpha nana bǳǘǘΦ ά5ǿŀǊŦ 
CŀƭǎŜ LƴŘƛƎƻέ
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Ranson/Edwards Homestead Open 
Space Park, Jefferson County, Colorado

Habitat. Not described.

Permission to use requested, no response.



Astragalus crassicarpusbǳǘǘΦ άGroundplumaƛƭƪǾŜǘŎƘέ
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May 12, 2020, Schweich Hill, Golden, CO



Collectedon the Missouri River in 1810-мм Χ
Χ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ мумо
Other names Χ
ÅAmorpha canescens bǳǘǘΦ ά[ŜŀŘ tƭŀƴǘέ nom. Illeg., validly published by 
tǳǊǎƘΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ƭƛǾŜΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƛƴ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ όΚΚΚύ
ÅEscobaria vivipara όbǳǘǘΦύ .ǳȄōΦ ά.ŜŜƘƛǾŜ /ŀŎǘǳǎΣέ ŀǎ Cactus viviparusNutt.
ÅRatibida columnifera (Nutt.) Woot. & StandlΦ ά¦ǇǊƛƎƘǘ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ /ƻƴŜŦƭƻǿŜǊέ
ÅRudbeckia columnifera Nutt. (1313)
ÅάмнрΦ Rudbeckia columnarismust form the genus RatibidaƻŦ wŀŦΦ CƭΦ aƛǎǎΦέ 

Rafinesque (1818) 

ÅEriogonum flavum bǳǘǘΦ ά!ƭǇƛƴŜ ²ƛƭŘ DƻƭŘŜƴ .ǳŎƪǿƘŜŀǘέ
ÅSphaeralcea coccinea όbǳǘǘΦύ wȅŘōΦ ά/ƻǿōƻȅ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘέ
ÅMalva coccinea Nutt.

ÅOenothera cespitosabǳǘǘΦ ά¢ǳŦǘŜŘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊƛƳǊƻǎŜέ
ÅYucca glauca bǳǘǘΦ ά{ƻŀǇǿŜŜŘ ¸ǳŎŎŀέ
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Sphaeralcea coccineaόbǳǘǘΦύ wȅŘōΦ ά/ƻǿōƻȅ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘέ
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ÅCollected first by Lewis & Clark in 1806 along the Marias 
River, Montana on their return from the Pacific Coast 
(Moulton, 1999). 

ÅCollected again by Nuttall in 1811 along the Missouri 
River òé from the river Platte to the Rocky Mountains.ó 

ÅNuttall's collection published first in Fraser's (1813) 
Catalogue as Malva coccinea Nutt. 

@Max Lichter, SEINet, (CC BY-SA) 



Collected on the Missouri River in 1810-мм Χ
Χ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ tǳǊǎƘ όмумпύ Flora Americae
Septentrionalis.

ÅEvolvulusnuttallianusRoem. & Schult., as Evolvulusargenteus Pursh

ÅDieteriacanescens (Pursh) Nutt.. Hoary False Tansy-Aster (syn: Aster 
canescensPursh)

ÅViola nuttallii Pursh

ÅBartonianuda Pursh (=Mentzelianuda (Pursh) Torr. & A. Gray)

ÅAndrosaceoccidentalis Pursh

ÅTroximonglaucum Pursh (=Agoserisglauca (Pursh) Raf.)

ÅArnica fulgens Pursh

ÅAmellusvillosusPursh (SideranthusintegrifoliusNutt) = Heterotheca 
villosa (Pursh) Shinners

ÅPrenanthesjunceaPursh

ÅBatschialongifloraPursh = Lithospermum incisum Lehman

ÅPsoralea lanceolatumPursh = Ladeanialanceolata Egan & Reveal   
(not a Lewis & Clark coll.)
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= 11 names



EvolvulusnuttallianusRoem. & SchultΦ ά{ƘŀƎƎȅ 
5ǿŀǊŦ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ DƭƻǊȅΣέ ŀǎ Evolvulusargenteus Pursh
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Welch Ditch, Golden, Jefferson CountySchweich Hill, Golden, Jefferson County

òOn the banks of the Missouri.ó


